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CONFIDENTIAL STOCKHOLM 3276 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TABS: CVIS, SREF, ET, SW 

SUBJECT: SECOND PRESS REPORT ON ESCAPED MEMBERS OF ETHIOPIAN 
ROYAL FAMILY IN SWEDEN 

REF: STOCKHOLM 3244 

1 . SWEDISH REPORTER (FOR MALMO AFTERNOON PAPER KVALLSPOSTEN) 
CALLED PRESS ATTACHE AUG 8 TO CONFIRM THAT ETHIOPIAN CHILDREN 
WERE GOING TO US. PRESSATT SAID EMBASSY DID NOT COMMENT ON 
POSSIBLE VISA APPLICATIONS POSITIVELY OR NEGATIVELY. REPORTER 
PROBABLY WILL USE THE STORY ANYWAY. 

2. SAME REPORTED NOTED THAT A NUMBER OF US AND UK JOURNALISTS 
WERE IN SWEDEN AND WOULD BE WRITING UP THE STORY SOON. 

3. WEEKEND PRESS COVERAGE BASICALLY REPEATED INFO IN 
EXPRESSEN ARTICLE (STOCKHOLM 3244), ALTHOUGH ONE STORY SAID 
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THE CHILDREN HAD WISHED TO GO TO US OR UK ORIGINALLY BUT CAME 
TO SWEDEN BECAUSE OF FASTER VISA ISSUANCE. STORIES NOTED 
THAT THE CHILDREN WERE NOT APPEARING IN PUBLIC, AND 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL WERE TRYING TO 
TONE DOWN ATTENTION TO THE ESCAPE, OUT OF CONCERN FOR 
RELATIVES STILL IN ETHIOPIA. 
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4. MRS. COLLINS SPOKE TO CHARGE BY TELEPHONE MORNING 
AUG 8 AND LATER CAME BY EMBASSY AND MET WITH CONSUL 
HASSETT. (WE DID NOT ENCOURAGE HER TO COME BY, BUT SHE WAS 
COMING TO STOCKHOLM ANYWAY AND WANTED TO STAY IN TOUCH.) 
MRS. COLLINS SAID THE GROUP MOVED TO A NEW AND COMFORTABLE 
COUNTRY HOME OVER THE WEEKEND, BUT SAID THEY WERE 
DISCOVERED RIGHT AWAY AND HAD ATTRACTED MUCH PRESS 
ATTENTION. SO FAR THEY HAVE SUCCEEDED IN NOT TALKING TO 
PRESS. AND WILL CONTINUE TO TRY TO DO SO, BUT FELT THAT 

NOW CHILDREN'S PRESENCE IN SWEDEN WAS KNOWN, IT WOULD 
BE INCREASINGLY HARD TO STAY OUT OF SIGNT. CHARGE, 

BASING HIMSELF ON REFTEL, TOLD MRS. COLLINS IT WOULD BE 
MOST HELPFUL TO KEEP US CONNECTION OUT OF PUBLIC 
ATTENTION, AND SHE AGREED. SHE MADE A PLEA FOR URGENT 
ACTION BY THE USG, SINCE SHE FELT HOPE FOR KEEPING THE 
MATTER RELATIVELY QUIET WOULD BE BEST SERVED BY FAST 
MOVE TO US. 

5. COMMENT: WE WILL CONTINUE TO TAKE NO-COMMENT LINE 
WITH THE PRESS UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED. WE WOULD 
GUESS THAT THE INHERENT HUMAN INTEREST ELEMENT IN THE 
CHILDREN S STORY WOULD CONTINUE TO ATTRACT ATTENTION 
FROM THE PRESS, AND SWEDEN IS NOT A COUNTRY WHERE IT 
WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR THE GROUP TO HIDE. THE EMBASSY 
HOPES THEREFORE FOR AS PROMPT AN ANSWER AS POSSIBLE 
FROM THE DEPARTMENTA. 
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